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t is hard to believe that 2012 is

quickly coming to a close. The air

is cold, the trees are bare, and
our fall series of Department Conferenc-
es are history.

We are very pleased with the conferenc-
es. They have been well attended by the of-
ficers of the Grand Commanderies as well as
by many Sir Knights. We believe that much
valuable information has been shared that
will result in improvements in our Command-
eries. We have also had the opportunity to
share ideas and concerns with our Grand
Commandery officers. This provides a great
forum for communication in both directions.
We look forward to resuming the conferenc-
es in the spring.

As December is here, our thoughts natu-
rally turn toward Christmas. The Christmas season brings us to the love of family and
friends as well as a time of sharing gifts, just as was done by the Magi with Jesus.
This time of good cheer should be enjoyed by all, but we must remember why we
celebrate the season to begin with. As Christians we must believe that Christ came
to save us from sin, display God’s character to us, and show us the way to God and
to eternal life. This is the message of Christmas that we must share, preserve, and
transmit to our successors.

We urge you to read the message of the Right Eminent Grand Prelate, the “Toast
to the Grand Master” from the Committee on Religious Activities, and my response
for some additional views of the Christmas holidays.

We encourage each Commandery to participate in a Templar Christmas Obser-
vance and hope that as many Sir Knights and their families as possible share the joy
of the season together.

The officers and ladies of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar join with my
lady, Marci, and me in wishing you a Blessed and Merry Christmas!

Courteously,

¥ K&

David Dixon Goodwin, GCT

Grand Master december 2012



Report on the Grand Encampment New Year’s Resolutions for 2012

In the January 2012 magazine, Grand Master Koon listed the “New Year’s Resolu-
tions for 2012.” | am pleased to make the following report:

Make Templary the most prestigious order that one may petition. This resolution
has become the vision of our order along with our theme of “Chivalry, Christianity,
Templary....a way of life.” By practicing what we preach, by sharing Christian brother-
hood and true caring for our Sir Knights, and by including our faith and our families
in our activities, we are confident that we are well on the road to achieving this goal.

Continue expanding this prestigious order. At the 65 Triennial Conclave we grant-
ed charters for the Grand Commanderies of Hawaii, Panama, and Croatia. We also
chartered three subordinate Commanderies in Brazil that had been operating under
dispensation. We are meeting this goal.

Execute the 65" Triennial Conclave in a prestigious manner. Anyone who attended
the Triennial Conclave will agree that Grand Master Koon achieved this goal. The ses-
sion was well organized, well run, enjoyable, and very successful. We congratulate
Grand Master Koon and the 65 Triennial Committee for a job well done.

Membership stabilization during the 66" triennium. The department conferences this
season have provided good information on membership as well as the more important
skills of leadership. We will have to wait for the outcome, but we are greatly encouraged.

Increase the visibility of the order. Again, our conferences have included important
information on public relations, community service, charities, and visibility within
and without the fraternity. We believe that we are on the right track for success.

Improve the quality of the ritualistic work. Our conferences always include some
information on ritual. We believe that good ritual makes a good first impression
upon our new Sir Knights. We believe that the ritual is the glue that binds us together
as Christian Masonic Brothers. We believe that the ritual tells exactly who we are
as Christian Freemasons. As we travel around the jurisdictions we find that our Sir
Knights believe in ritual and are working diligently to make it better all the time.

As 2012 comes to a close and as the 65" triennium has already closed, the of-
ficers of the Grand Encampment are pleased with the progress that has been made.
It is not a “my” program but has always been an “our” program. Yes, we will make
changes as necessary, but our basic vision and goals will not change. We will only
strive harder to find new ways to be successful.

We invite you to see our new set of New Year’s resolutions in the January magazine.

Courteou;sly,
David Dixon Goodwin, GCT
Grand Master
The future is ours! We must seize the moment!
Every Christian Mason should be a Knight Templar.

knight templar 5



Rev. William D. Hartman, Right Eminent Grand
Prelate of the Grand Encampment

10 SATURNALIA! 5So Romans greeted
each other two millennia ago. They celebrated
the Feast of Saturnalia (honoring the ancient
Roman god, Saturn), which originally began on
December 17" and lasted for a week. It cor-
responded with the time of the winter solstice
and involved partying, a holiday time of feast-
ing, and gift giving.

MERRY CHRISTMAS! Today we follow the pattern of ancient Rome with a
holiday celebration of the birth of Jesus. While there is no confirmed date for Jesus’
birth, ancient Christian scholars linked it with the winter solstice also, and with the
growth of Christianity throughout the Roman Empire, Jesus’ birthday was centered
on December 25™. Because of the calendar modifications from the Julian to the
Gregorian, dates were “jumped.” Many of the Eastern Churches followed the Julian
calendar, which is thirteen days different from the newer Gregorian one (which we
follow today). Over the world in our day, Christmas is celebrated at different times.

To me, it is not the date that is important. It is the gift that was given. While the
ancient Romans, like the modern Christians, practiced gift giving, we do so as a re-
membrance and a like celebration of the one gift given to us by God - the gift of His
Son. “For God so loved (us) that He gave His only-begotten Son ...,” who was born
into our world, lived, and died as we do, so that the price of sin would be paid, and in
His resurrection from the dead, so that we would be redeemed to live forever in our
Father’s house. Jesus said, “Because | live, you too shall live.” It was the gift of our
Heavenly Father, “wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger,” that brings
light into our darkness, life into our death, and eternal life in our Father’s house.

“How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given.

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive him still,

The dear Christ enters in.” - Phillips Brooks -

6 december 2012



York & Scottish Rite Superstore

Visit Our Website & Online Store: fratline.net
While at our website, sign-up for our FREE Leadership e-letter.
P e .

Malta Jewel Red Cross P.E.C. Jewel
Only $89.95/dz. Only $99.95/dz. Only $59.95/ea.

Sir Knight Chapeau
Velvet Body w/Ostrich Plume
Only $289 + S&H

Gratlin,”

EMBLEMATICS
by M. Warren & Co.

Scottish Rite

: 33rd Degree Ring
1-871-459-1440, ext.0 14th Degree Ring .
P.O. Box 9258 Stainless Steel Stainless Steel

Louisville, KY 40209 Only $49.95 Only $89.95

Scottish Rite

We publish letters and articles from a variety of sources and points of view.
The opinions expressed in these articles do not necessarily reflect the opin-
ions or policy of the Grand Encampment, the Knight Templar magazine, or
the Editorial Review Board.

Subscriptions to the Knight
Templar magazine are available
from the Grand Encampment of-
fice at a rate of $15.00 per year.
Individual issues in quantities
of less than 10 can be obtained
for $1.50 each from the office of
the managing editor if available.
Inquire via e-mail to the man-
aging editor for quantities in
excess of 10. Some past issues
are archived on our web site.
http://www.knightstemplar.org.
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A Chatt Wit The Managing Edikor

w as once on the forefront of a technological revolution. It was the one before

the internet. The second computer | ever used, | built. | tell you this because

| don’t see myself as a Luddite. If you don’t know what a Luddite is, then you
may be one. Sir Knight Blair’s article on page thirty set me to thinking. Technology
changes the way we act. When | began my work life at the phone company in 1973,
| talked on the phone a lot. | had hundreds of telephone numbers memorized. Most
of the people | knew in the work force were “phone friends” whom | had never met
face to face.

When we introduced e-mail, all that changed. My primary means of communica-
tion is now e-mail, and talking on the phone feels like a waste of time to me. | don’t
want it to feel that way. It just happened. Luckily, it didn’t diminish the time | spend
face to face with other people. I still go to church, go to lodge, and even dine out and
have a cigar with my friends from time to time, although the government won’t let
me do both at the same time anymore.

Some of my Masonic friends are young guys, and this brings me finally to the
point. These are good guys, nice young men with their heads screwed on right, and
I like them. The problem is that all this fiddling around with their smart phones
that they do when we are together interferes with my communication with them.
It’s interesting how a communications device can impede communications. | guess
that whoever is on the other end of the pager is much more interesting than | am,
and | am certainly not one to demand someone’s full attention, at least not on a
social occasion.

I am sure that all this texting, tweeting, Facebooking, and Linkedining is really the
wave of the future. | just hope it doesn’t become the only way we communicate. |
still really enjoy looking someone in the eye when | am listening to them.

P.S. If you really want to contact me - use e-mail, or better yet, let’s go somewhere
where we can have a good cigar.

P.P.S. Merry Christmas from John, Glenda, and Precious the cat.

John L. Palmer

Managing Editor

8 december 2012



We Now Have
Purple, Red & Blue
Blazers
Only 599 95 Add sa2s For 48+

I

DON'T FORGET TO ASK ABOUT OUR 5 JACKETS FOR THE CLOSET

Knights Templar
Budget-Priced
Uniforms

NEW! $319 %

Jacket Only...., %249 %
Trousers Only... 579

Comparable 4 .
T — Non-grip soles for drill
500 teams and honor guards

Sizes: 48,50,52 Add *50 ®

New, lightweight tropical wool .

and dacron blend uniform with Sizes: 4, 56,8 Add *100
your knights templar buttons Sizes: 60& Up Add $150 ©
and sword slit. '

RECONDITIONED JACKETS

Jacket comolte o Bates Men’s High Gloss
reconditioned l:\fith )Sr(our sizes available LEATHER SOLE .OXford
No Comparables!! knights templar buttons, (Sllghtl}" BlemIShed)
No other store has
reconditioned jackets. ONLY $ 1 4 9 95 s 5 9 . 9 5 (MSRP $1 09.95)

All jackets include Knights Templar buttons, and buttons on the sleeves if needed, at no extra charge.
Flaps on pockets are 519* extra if needed
Sword Slits are $14% extra if needed

TO ORDER

llmw llNlI:"IIM w. Call toll-free at 1-800-426-5225 or

1532 15th Avenue West, Seatle, Washington 98119 Visit www.lighthouseuniform.com




Knights Templar Cross of Homor
Templary’s Highest Award

The Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States of America pres-
ents the recipients of the Knights Templar Cross of Honor for the year 2012. These
distinguished Sir Knights have demonstrated meritorious service and have been re-
warded for it. The Constitution and Statutes of the Grand Encampment state that the
Knights Templar Cross of Honor “shall be awarded only for exceptional and meritori-
ous service rendered to the order far beyond the call of duty and beyond the service

usually expected of an officer or member.”
This year the Grand Commanderies have selected only fifty-eight Sir Knights to
receive the coveted Cross of Honor.

ALABAMA
Oliver B. Brand
Cyrene No. 10

ALASKA
Will Ottman
Anchorage No. 2

ARIZONA
Hamilton Talmadge
Zachary, Jr.
Phoenix No. 3

ARKANSAS
David Thomas Arnold
Jacques DeMolay No. 3

CALIFORNIA
James Michael Sunseri
Golden West No. 43

COLORADO
Richard N. Brown
Eastlake No. 42

CONNECTICUT
Raymond George Tomlinson
New Haven No. 2

FLORIDA
Larry D. Duff
10  OcolaNo. 19

GEORGIA
Mark Shelly Johnson
Griffin No. 35

IDAHO
Ronald Marion Lowe
Idaho No. 1

ILLINOIS
William H. Poole, Jr.
Joliet No. 4

INDIANA
Robert Stanley Flint
Kokomo No. 36

Wayne A. Sheets
Raper No. 1

IOWA
Kyle Joseph Peterson
Columbian No. 18

ITALY
Elio Filidei
San Michele No. 19

KANSAS
Fred Arnold Lockard
Olathe No. 39

KENTUCKY
Randall Partin
Williamsburgh No. 50

LOUISIANA
William B. Powell
Malta No. 12

MAINE
Harold Arthur Clough
Portland-St. Alban No. 2

MARYLAND
Richard G. Feeser
Thomas J. Shyrock No. 11

Kenneth A. Robertson
Antioch No. 6

MASSACHUSETTS
RHODE ISLAND
William Warren
Richardson, Jr.
St. Bernard No. 12

George Leonard
Herbolsheimer, IV
Boston No. 2

MICHIGAN
Peter A. Niemi
Pontiac No. 2



MINNESOTA

Zeb Joseph Dudek
Damascus No. 1

MISSISSIPPI

William Richard Wood

Amory No. 36

MISSOURI

Matthew Lee Quesenberry

Palestine No. 17

MONTANA
Hap E. Piper
Cyrene No. 10

NEBRASKA
Lawrence L. Morris
Mt. Nebo No. 11

NEVADA
Ross W. Price
E.C. Peterson No. 8

NEW JERSEY
Richard Allen Hammill
Trinity No. 17

NEW MEXICO
John Wolf
Rio Hondo No. 6

NEW YORK

Douglas Sigfried Harrison

Tonawanda No. 78

NORTH CAROLINA
Charles E. Ponton
Plantagenet No. 1

NORTH DAKOTA
Raymond M. Hornung
Auvergne No. 2

Mircea Cel Batran No. 2

George Barry Newberry, Jr.

Shawn Jacob Smith

OHIO
Benny Morris Moxley
Steubenville No. 11
Hamilton No. 41

TENNESSEE
Leonard Bruce Paslay, Jr.
Park Avenue No. 31

TEXAS
Carl Eugene Starkey
Kenedy No. 61

Ronald Edward McGonigal
Palestine No. 33

Bobby G. George

John Albert Kleinfelder
Hamilton No. 41

Melrose No. 109

OKLAHOMA
James Nicholas Rossi
Capital Hill No. 53

Buford John Young
Southside No. 83

UTAH
OREGON Jason Allan Mitchell

Ralph G. Winters Utah No. 1
Columbia No. 26

VERMONT
PENNSYLVANIA Nicholas David Ruby
Gene C. Bower Killington No. 6
Reading No. 9

VIRGINIA

Gerald David Wagner

Benjamin Franklin Hill
Baldwin Il No. 22

Portsmouth No. 5
PHILIPPINES

WASHINGTON
Rodel Riezl S. Reyes Michael Duane Holland
Rajah No. 20 Cataract No. 3
ROMANIA WEST VIRGINIA
Gheorghe Popescu- Charles Ray “Sam” Krafft
Mehedinti

St. John’s No. 8

Harold Eugene Vitalie

SOUTH CAROLINA Wheeling No. 1

Delphi No. 8 WISCONSIN

Mark K. Nelson

SOUTH DAKOTA Janesville No. 2

Schrader No. 9 WYOMING

Peter M. Lindahl
Immanuel No. 3
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cChristmas!

2%

Reverend Sir Knight Donald Kerr

amilies prepare for Christ-
mas in many different ways.
One family of whom [I've
heard uses large plywood
letters that are illuminated
by lights on the roof of
their house. The letters spell, “NOEL.”
As it often happens in the rush of things
,time was running out in trying to get the
sign up on the roof. Near to the last day,
the father was sure he would get the
job done. It was a cold and blustery day,
and the plywood letters were big and
awkward. Fighting the wind and trying
to get the letters in place, the father up
on the roof yelled down, “All right, it’s
ready. Turn on the lights.” Everyone was
excited and ran out to see the lights on
the roof. Surprise! Instead of the letters
spelling “NOEL,” the lights on the roof
spelled, “LEON.”

What a shock after all that work! Sud-
denly “NOEL” became “LEON.” It’s easy
at Christmas to get things mixed up.
We know what Christmas is supposed
to mean, but it’s easy to become em-
broiled with ribbons and tinsel and lights
and presents so that at times we forget
that Christmas means pure love and
hope and cheer and peace and goodwill.

We need this season of activity, and
we enjoy it. This is a time when we need
to hear the angels sing and to reflect on

12

God'’s love for us. Christmas tells us that
the Savior of the world has been born
in Jesus Christ. All of us at times get
depressed. Christmas comes to lift our
spirits out of the doldrums and to set us
before the wonder of that eternal mys-
tery. That’s why we sing, “Noel! Noel!
the Lord is with us.”

So, may it be a merry Christmas to
one and all and also a happy Hanukkah!

The Reverend Sir Knight Donald C. Kerr, a
member of Beauseant Commandery No. 8,
Baltimore, MD, is Pastor-emeritus of the
Roland Park Presbyterian Church in Balti-
more. He resides at 700 John Ringling Bou-
levard, Apt. E202, Sarasota, FL 34236-1586.

december 2012



SALUTING
OUR GRAND COMMANDERS

Congratulations are extended from our Most Eminent Grand Master, David Dixon Goodwin, and the
grand officers of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States of America to the newly
elected Grand Commanders of the Grand Commanderies under their jurisdiction.

The Grand Commanders, whose pictures appear on these pages, will be the guiding hands on the tiller
of the ship of Templary, navigating their vessel faithfully through the uncharted waters ahead.

L

Ronald L. Thomas Lee Seagondollar Robert C Richards Tom Liles
ALABAMA ALASKA ARIZONA ARKANSAS

& S
B

Bud Ramsey David L. Reynolds Charles D. O’Neill Bojan Sober
CALIFORNIA COLORADO CONNECTICUT CROATIA

i | .

R 4
John D. Hiott Teko A. Foly A.J. LaRose Johnie M. Garmon

DELEWARE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FLORIDA GEORGIA

Anthony G. Such William E. Jegen Bobby J. Roberts Greg Anderson
IDAHO ILLINOIS INDIANA IOWA

knight templar 13



Gilberto Bonaccorso
ITALY

Brian Messing
MAINE

Clifford H. Isley
MINNESOTA

v,/

William J. Mollere
LOUISIANA

W. Ronald McKenzie
KANSAS

Bobby Crittendon
KENTUCKY

Vincent J. Faraci

Fred Spicer
MARYLAND

Cortland C. Rule
MICHIGAN

MASS/R |

L ]

Roger E. Cathel
MONTANA

Richard L. Mansfield
MISSOURI

William “Billy Joe” Smith
MISSISSIPPI

Donald E. Rife
NEBRASKA

Danny R. Calloway
NEW MEXICO

14

Paul E. Lunsford John S. Geas Douglas R. Policastro
NEVADA NEW HAMPSHIRE NEW JERSEY
o0 T T

Joel Alexander Black, Jr.
NORTH CAROLINA

Ed Samuelson, Jr.
NORTH DAKOTA

Donald J. Berry
NEW YORK

december 2012



Richard J. Brady Mark Critchfield Stanley C. Miller Wilmer E. Hall
OHIO OKLAHOMA OREGON PENNSYLVANIA

E "
E

-

Romeo S. Musngi Olivio Dias Doug Amyx George E. Bauder
PHILIPPINES PORTUGAL SOUTH CAROLINA SOUTH DAKOTA

T

James E. Harber H. David Moore Dean D. Rein Douglas K. Boardman
TENNESSEE TEXAS UTAH VERMONT

William Thomas Hargrove Peter L. Dawson Gregory H. Dotson David R. Schreier
VIRGINIA WASHINGTON WEST VIRGINIA WISCONSIN

No photos were received from the
jurisdictions of Hawaii, Panama,

Mark D. Wells Romania, or Togo.
WYOMING

knight templar 15



Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc.
1033 Long Prairie Road, Suite 5
Flower Mound, TX 75022-4230

Phone (214) 888-0220
Fax (214) 888-0230.

We are just a few weeks away from
Christmas; our homes are filled with the
sounds and joys this most holy of seasons
brings. You sense it in the air, see it on the
faces of those you meet, and feel it in the
embrace of friends and loved ones. There
is something profoundly different that
seems to be rekindled in our hearts, and the world becomes, if only for a short pe-
riod, a much kinder and better place. We prepare to celebrate the birth of the Christ
Child; some two thousand years ago, hope was given to man.

This hope sustains us even today. We see it measured in our faith, in the hope we
have for our children, and in our expectations of the future. Have you considered
that you and | can be the source of hope for others who are less fortunate than us?
Each of us, according to our own ability, has it within us to impact the lives of others.
We should never underestimate the power of a simple act of kindness.

I would like to ask you to consider doing something special this Christmas. On
Christmas morning would you take just a moment to think about our charity and
send in a small donation in honor of the Child of Bethlehem? Why on Christmas
morning? Well, simply put, that is when we received the greatest gift ever given to
man and what better time for us as Knights Templar to give to others. In a future
article | will share with you the results of this special appeal. Would you on your
check reference the Child of Bethlehem so we will know to include your donation in
our count?

It is my hope you and your families have the most joyous Christmas ever, that
your homes are filled with Love, and that the Mercy of God is showered upon you in
all His abundance. This Christmas morning, as | am sitting in my chair with my dog,
Bear, lying at my feet writing my check for the Knight Templar Eye Foundation, | pray
that you will join me in this simple act of kindness and provide hope to others.

Terry L. Plemons, KGC

16 december 2012



Dear Editor,

That is an inspiring sermon by Rever-
end Sir Knight Frederick A. Shade in the
March 2012 issue. The last paragraph
cites Isaiah 49:2 concerning “a sword
issuing or held in the mouth.” That re-
minded me of an allegorical emblem
used by Albert Pike in an obscure text
of his, the Sepher ha-Sallam. In that vol-
ume, which can be found on the web,
three versions of the image which is at-
tached are given. This one is the most lu-
cid, and | am sending it as corroboration
for Reverend Sir Knight Shade’s theme of
armor, literal and figurative.

The different appendant bodies, in-
cluding Blue Lodge, are all related and
spring from a common source.

Sincerely,
Brian R. Higgins

[SATAM ag:z.

\ REV. 116

Trasing Boardofthe Knight ofthe Eastsmd West Degron, by B, | B, "t amd Enpoaves of the
Raeped i s Crgt Trucing Boarss, .’ s Historss Lndimarks of
Fodum [T dmerican Ediien, 1852,

The Knight of the East and West
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
Albert Pike Recension, cirea 1870s.

A

Yog proe. FA SALL AN
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| found the recent review of the book
Commercial Providence: The Secret Des-
tiny of the American Empire, authored
by Patrick Mendis and reviewed by Sir
Knight Douglas M. Rowe to be an in-
triguing study; so much so that | have
asked our local library to find a copy for
me if possible. | suspect this will prove
to be rather an obscure title, and if Sir
Knight Rowe’s review is anywhere near
accurate, | would not likely consider it a
worthwhile investment. However | am a
bit puzzled by the Sir Knight’s objection
to a repeated reference to Alexander
Hamilton as the First Secretary of the
Treasury inasmuch as Hamilton was the
first person to fill that post. It may be
the word “First” should not have been
capitalized, thus suggesting there was a
Second, Third, or Fourth Secretary, etc.

Respectfully,
Sir Knight Leonard D. Garneau

Brother John;

Sorry | am a little late in my response
regarding the February 2012 issue of
your letters about “Were the Symbolic
Lodges ever Christian in nature?” Al-
bert Mackey’s Encyclopedia talks about
Masons in the past have always tried to
Christianize our Blue Lodge Masonry. |
remember the first time my sister visited
a lodge, she remarked that we must be
Christian because we had the Holy Bible
on the altar.

In Jeremy Cross’ 1859 Masonic Chart

Continued on page 20.
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General Supplement

The space on these two pages is provided by the Knight Templar maga-
zine to be used by the Grand Commanderies to communicate with the in-
dividual Sir Knights in their jurisdictions on a monthly basis. From time
to time and for various reasons, we fail to receive any material from the
editor of the state supplement for a given month. When this happens,
we take the opportunity to offer you the information below. — The Ed.

Gibraltar guarding the Mediterranean Sea.
Photo by the editor.

december 2012




Morocco also guarding the Mediterranean
Sea. Photo by the editor.
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Continued from page 17.

book, page 41, in the Master’s Degree |
quote, “Then let us imitate the Christian
in his virtuous and amiable conduct...”
The 1875 J. Miller “Our Father Lord’s
Prayer” poster with all the Masonic sym-
bols, a figure of Charity is missing, but if
you look under the all seeing eye, there
is a picture of the good Samaritan.

Ronayne’s Handbook of Freemasonry
(1943) page 50 states, “Now all this be-
ing the case, is it not strangely inconsis-
tent and even wicked on the part of the
Masonic Fraternity to exclude from their
membership...” He goes on to explain
that Masonry should be made known to
all and writes everything about it in detail.

A past master of my Lodge told me
once, “Jack, some Masons are so per-
snickety and contrary to everything Ma-
sonry teaches us.”

Jack N. Barricklo, PC

Sir Knight Jack,

For all those who would “expose” or
try to expose Freemasonry, | would sug-
gest that it is like casting pearls before
swine. You can’t read yourself into be-
coming a Freemason, and a dues card
doesn’t make you one. Becoming a
Freemason is experiential in nature, and
there are no shortcuts. That’s why so-
many of our members never really get
there, including those who would try to

“expose” us.

Sir Knight Russell Howell, Jr. laments
that “my fellow Sir Knights are complain-
ing about ‘too much Christianity’” in let-
ters sent to the Editor of our magazine.
He does so after acknowledging that he
thoroughly enjoys the magazine, “espe-
cially those showing the antiquities of
our order”

While the “antiquities of our order”
only go back to the 1700s, it is true that
our order is based upon a religious or-
der of the Roman Catholic Church at a
time when the Roman or Latin Church
was the Church in the West. Our philo-
sophical predecessors were, of course,
monks who had taken the usual vows of
a Catholic religious order. [The website
of the Grand Encampment describes the
Knight Templar as “layman,” which is to-
tally false].

Sir Knight Howell departs from the path
when he describes “our order” as an “obvi-
ously Christian organization,” however. First,
there are three chivalric orders, which have
been controlled by the Grand Encampment
since the 19" century. The Grand Encamp-
ment is not itself “an order” “Knight Tem-
plar” is actually a grade controlled by the
Grand Encampment.

The Grand Encampment of Knights
Templar of the United States of Amer-
ica itself is not a “Christian organiza-
tion.” It is a Masonic organization. It
is unique as a Masonic organization in
that it is uniformed.

The Grand Encampment website as-
serts that an applicant for membership
must profess a belief in the “Christian
Religion.” That is problematic. There is
no such thing as a “Christian Religion,’
any more than there is a single Muslim
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religion or a single Buddhist or a single
Jewish “religion.” There is Christianity,
Islam, Buddhism, and Judaism, each of
which has followers who observe differ-
ent practices and enjoy a divergent theo-
logical viewpoint.

The problem that many of us have
with Knight Templar Magazine is that
magazine does not reflect the very di-
verse nature of the community of Chris-
tians. Even the Grand Encampment
website acknowledges that “The Knights
Templar is a Christian-oriented fraternal
organization.” That does not mean Cop-
tic, Eastern, Orthodox, Roman, or Prot-
estant, Christian-oriented.

The voices within Knight Templary
which would have us “sharpen our
swords” appear to believe in a “small
tent” Christianity. Those voices have been
on the ascendancy in recent years. In my
view, that is contrary to the best interests
of our Christian-oriented Masonic organi-
zation. It is also not Christian, which is a
“large tent” religion. As to all that sword
sharpening, | wonder what the Prince of
Peace would say about that?

Respectfully,
Sir Knight Joseph F. Connolly, Il

We received this feedback from the
web site stating that he liked the stories
about uniforms and regalia but we should
improve in our honesty and integrity:

“l know it’s been a long time since
the unpleasantness with the Catholic
church, but don’t you think it’s about
time to come clean and admit that
maybe some of your Knights were a
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bit “OFF” and maybe did a few nasty
things with a sheep or two???? I'm
not suggesting they were ALL bad but
you know how one bad apple ruins the
rest... after all these years | think you
could at least think about it....hum-
mmnn what say you???”

David L. Meissner
David,

First, | need to point out that there is no
evidence of a direct connection between
the ancient Knights Templar and the mod-
ern Masonic Order of Knights Templar
other than perhaps a shared set of es-
poused values. We aspire to take the good
examples of those who have gone before
us and avoid repeating any shortcomings
they might have had.

I can see no benefit to us in trying to rake
up evidence of wrongdoing on the part of
our heroes from the past. There seems to
be a modern trend where people are trying
to seek out and emphasize the faults of our
forefathers such as Washington, Lincoln,
Jefferson, and Franklin rather than to study
what good they did and how miraculous
it was that these heroes actually built the
civilization we now enjoy. Sometimes | find
that people tend to “project” their own mo-
rality onto their perceptions of others.

Concerning the trials of the Templars,
we have endeavored to quote the facts
and the testimony, good and bad, while
also pointing out the fact that these men
were tortured for months and even years
before some of their testimony was re-
ceived. Whatever the truth of the matter
is, it seems unlikely that after 700 years
we will ever be able to prove it one way
or another.



Meet Our New Department Commanders

Sir Knight T. Michael “Mike” Fegan
Right Eminent South Central Department Commander 2012-2014

. Michael “Mike” Fegan was
born February 9, 1949, the
son of Thomas B. and Patricia

Eisenhower Fegan, into a telephone
pioneering family that has lived and
worked in Kansas for three genera-
tions. He was raised in Junction City,
a small northeast Kansas town on
the threshold of historic Fort Riley.
He began his Masonic career in
Central Chapter, Order of DeMolay;,
served as Master of Union Lodge
No. 7 A.F. & A.M. in Junction City
in 1991 and as Most Worshipful
Grand Master of Ancient Free and
Accepted Masons of Kansas in 1998.
Mike received his 33°in the Scottish
Rite in 1995 and served as Personal
Representative to the Soverign
Grand Inspector General of the Su-
preme Council in Kansas. He is also
a member of Chapter No. 17, Royal
Arch Masons; Council No. 22, Royal Photo by John P. Westervelt
and Select Masters; Commandery No. 43, Knights Templar; and Kansas Council No. 53,
Knight Masons. He served as Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Kansas
in 2007 and as Grand Master of the Grand Council of Kansas in 2012.

Mike served as Potentate of Isis Shrine of Salina in 2004. Additionally, Mike is a
member of Melita Chapter No. 116, Order of the Eastern Star; a Senior DeMolay; an
active member of the DeMolay Legion of Honor; a Chevalier; a Lifetime member of
the DeMolay Alumni Association; and a member of the Philalethes Society and the
Scottish Rite Research Society. Mike became Sovereign Master of the Allied Masonic
Degrees in 2004. Mike was also inducted into the Royal Order of Scotland in 1999.
Mike serves as the Intendent General for the Division of Kansas for the Red Cross of
Constantine and as Grand Governor for the State of Kansas for the York Rite Sover-
eign College of North America.

Sir Knight T. Michael Fegan was appointed Department Commander of the South
Central Department by Sir Knight David Dixon Goodwin, Most Eminent Grand Mas-
ter, at the 65™ Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment on August 15, 2012, in
Alexandria, Virginia.
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The Liverpoocl Masomnic Rebelliom
amd the Gramnd Lodge of Wigam

The second in a series of articles

Dr. David Harrison

Michael Alexander Gage:
Tailor and Masonic Rebel

The thirty-four brethren who signed
the document were subsequently sus-
pended by the United Grand Lodge, and
Gage’s Lodge No. 31 was erased, an ac-
tion that mirrored the erasing of Lodge
No. 53b in 1807. This action created
further isolation for the suspended reb-
els as they were not allowed to visit any
other lodges, ultimately providing greater
bonding between them and giving them
further cause to complain about the “tyr-
anny” of the United Grand Lodge. The
dissent spread rapidly through Liverpool
as certain lodges began to support their
fellow brethren. The Liverpool based Sea
Captain’s Lodge No. 140 threatened to
separate itself entirely from the United
Grand Lodge if Lodge No. 31 was not re-
instated, and by the middle of 1822, an
increased number of sixty-five brethren
from Liverpool and Wigan were recorded
as being suspended.

Gage’s Lodge No. 31 had been the
“senior” lodge among the “Antient”
lodges in Liverpool, having the oldest
warrant and therefore having the posi-
tion to settle the disputes that occurred
within other “Antient” lodges within the
town. The lodge had been called Lodge
No. 20 before the union, but had been
subsequently renumbered, and in do-
ing so, had lost some of its local pres-
tige. This renumbering was obviously a
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sore point for the lodge as they reverted
back to No. 20 on the creation of the
rebel Grand Lodge in 1823. The warrant
for Lodge No. 20 had been purchased
by a number of brethren from the An-
cient Union Lodge shortly after it was
founded in 1792, and with the original
warrant dating from 1753, Lodge No. 20
became the oldest “Antient” lodge op-
erating in Liverpool, outdating and thus
displacing the local St. George’s Lodge,
which, despite being founded in 1786,
had a warrant which dated from 1755.%8
St. George’s Lodge became extremely
aggressive in its attitude toward the reb-
els, particularly against the conduct of
Gage and Lodge No. 31, and when look-
ing at the membership makeup of the
St. George’s Lodge, a greater number of
local gentlemen are evident whereas in
Lodge No. 31, the membership makeup
had a greater number of tradesmen
such as Gage who was a tailor. There
was a clear issue of class within the dis-
pute, and this may explain the anger felt
by Gage - a man with aspirations.

On the 2" of December, 1822, a meet-
ing was held at the Lodge of Harmony
No. 385 at the Magpie and Stump on Key
Street in Liverpool. The Lodge of Har-
mony, like the Ancient Union Lodge, had
belonged to the “Antient” Grand Lodge
before the union in 1813. This heated
meeting had visitors from The Merchant,
Mariners, and Ancient Union Lodges, all
local Liverpool lodges which had certain
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members involved in the rebellion. The
meeting revealed a lodge in crisis as the
Worshipful Master and Wardens were
appointed during an emergency meet-
ing and not elected or installed as they
usually were. The result of this particular
gathering was the wish by all the mem-
bers present to write a letter to the Unit-
ed Grand Lodge declaring the present
state of the Lodge of Harmony. It seems
that the lodge decided against the rebel-
lion and kept their distance, deciding to
give their support to the United Grand
Lodge of England. Despite this show of
loyalty, the Worshipful Master at the
time of the meeting was suspended in
1824 for twelve months and another
brother for seven years for what is de-
scribed as “unmasonic conduct.”

On the 5% of March, 1823, the United
Grand Lodge finally expelled twenty-six
brethren, stating that the rebels had:

“been found guilty of various acts of
insubordination against the authority of
the Grand Lodge, and having been sum-
moned to show cause why they should
not therefore be expelled from the Craft;
have not sent any sufficient apology for
their late misconduct.”

Their rebellious activities were de-
scribed as an “insult” by the United Grand
Lodge, and the brethren, having “violated
the laws of the Craft,” were ostracized.”®
Gage and his followers were now free to
proceed with their master-plan — to res-
urrect the “Antient” Grand Lodge. The
plan was certainly to go national and to
spread the influence of the rebel Grand
Lodge, and it was declared that the
causes which led to the reestablishment
of the “Antient” Grand Lodge were to be
advertised in four of the London Papers, a

24

public declaration which would be guar-
anteed to reach the eyes of the leaders of
the United Grand Lodge.

Gage took on the role of Deputy
Grand Master while George Woodcock
Esquire was duly elected as the Grand
Master of the Rebel Grand Lodge. Wood-
cock was a prominent member of the
Barnsley based Friendly Lodge No. 557
and fully supported the “Antient land-
marks of Freemasonry.” He was in cor-
respondence with Gage and Lodge No.
31 in Liverpool from early 1823, Wood-
cock writing an eight part resolution
which outlined the “sorrow and regret
at these severe measures which the G.
Lodge has thought it proper to exercise
toward twenty-six respectable members
of the Society.”?* Woodcock struck up a
long-distance friendship with Gage, with
the new Grand Master seeking advice
from him on numerous occasions in re-
gard to the administration of the Rebel
Grand Lodge. The correspondence con-
tinued between them until Gage dis-
tanced himself from Freemasonry. In
a letter to Woodcock dated June 1828,
Gage declined meeting Woodcock and
the brethren of the Barnsley lodge in
Manchester and also declined an invita-
tion by Woodcock to spend Christmas at
Barnsley. Gage also outlined in the let-
ter how he had been putting Masonry
before business for too long and that he
must now start devoting himself to the
inhabitants of Liverpool and concentrate
on his “plan of Liverpool.”#

The new Grand Master was listed as
a gentleman in the minutes of his lodge
meetings, but he worked as a bank man-
ager for a fellow member of the lodge,
John Staniforth Beckett —a member of a
local banking family. Despite this, Wood-
cock appears to have been in control of
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the lodge and certainly engineered the
lodge joining the rebellion, a decision
that split his lodge in two, mirroring the
incident which had occurred at the Lodge
of Friendship in Oldham. Woodcock cer-
tainly shared the same spirit as his fellow
rebels in Liverpool and Wigan though
events were to dampen the fire of revolt.

The new Grand Lodge soon ran into
trouble; at a meeting of the Grand Lodge
held at the Cross Keys in Wigan on the
23 of June, 1824, the ex-Grand Secre-
tary John Eden was:

“forever expelled...in consequence
of his having embezzled the funds of the
Grand Lodge for his contempt of sum-
monses and other unmasonic conduct.”?

Eden had been a member of Gage’s
lodge, and this would have been a per-
sonal blow to the leader and would have
created difficulties for the financial sta-
tus in the early days of the rebel Grand
Lodge. Part of the Grand Secretary’s job
would have been to assist in looking af-
ter funds, and Eden had certainly abused
the trust that had been placed in him.
The returns paid to the Grand Secretary
from certain lodges under the sway of
the new rebel Grand Lodge, such as the
Barnsley lodge, had not been passed on
to the Grand Treasurer, Eden fraudu-
lently using the funds. It seems that this
incident had certainly shaken the fledg-
ling rebel Grand Lodge, affecting the
brethren deeply, some of whom became
quickly disenchanted.

During the same year, James Broad-
hurst turned his back on the rebellion and
conformed. Along with a number of other
rebels, Broadhurst presented an apology
to the United Grand Lodge which brought
them back into the fold. He immediately
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rejoined the Merchants Lodge, but his
payments ceased in 1826, the experience
of the rebellion and the subsequent fall
out perhaps affecting the camaraderie of
the lodge. Out of the original rebels rep-
resenting the Ancient Union Lodge, only
Thomas Berry remained to become an
active member of what would become
the Grand Lodge of Wigan, Berry having
attended the first meeting of the rebel
Grand Lodge at the Shakespeare Tavern
in 1823 and having served as Secretary in
the March meeting of 1825.

George Woodcock’s Barnsley Lodge be-
came alarmed at the financial irregulari-
ties occurring in the administration of the
rebel Grand Lodge and formally separated
themselves from their Lancashire breth-
ren in 1827, Woodcock going on to resign
his office as Grand Master.® The Barnsley
lodge — being the only Yorkshire lodge
in support of the rebellion — thus styled
themselves as “The Yorkshire Lodge of An-
cient Masons,” and Woodcock continued
to lead his lodge in isolation until his death
in 1842.%* Gage seemed to have slowly dis-
tanced himself from the rebels, and it was
as if the Liverpool brethren became disil-
lusioned, the energy of the rebels quickly
ebbing away.

End Notes

18 St. George’s Lodge of Harmony No.
32 had been No. 25c, changing to No.
38 in 1814. It was renumbered again
to No. 35 in 1832 and changed to its
present number in 1863. See Lane’s
Masonic Records 1717-1894 online:
http://freemasonry.dept.shef.ac.uk/
lane/ [accessed 25 of January, 2010]

19 Beesley, Wigan Grand Lodge,
pp.16-19.
20 Will Read, “The Spurious Lodge
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and.Chapter at Barnsley”, in AQC, Vol. S0, Dr. David Harrison is a history lecturer, hav-
(Abingdon: Burgess & Son, 1978), pp.1- ing completed his Ph.D. on the history of
36, on p.10. Freemasonry in 2008 at the University of
2 |bid., p.26 and p.31. Liverpool. The thesis was published by Lewis
2 Beesley, Wigan Grand Lodge, pp.46-47. Masonic titled The Genesis of Freemasonry

2 and is available at all good book outlets. The
Read, AQC, Vol. 90, pp. 16-17. author can be contacted via the Lewis Ma-

% 1bid., p.23. sonic website: www.lewismasonic.co.uk.

Knights Templar Eye Foundation Grants

Words of Appreciation from Recipients

Thank you to the Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc.!

| am pleased to acknowledge the Knights Templar Eye Foundation’s generous grant
of $60,000 to Children’s Hospital Boston in support of Dr. Gena Heidary’s research proj-
ect, “Non-invasive Monitoring of Intracranial Pressure in Papilledema Patients.”

With your support, Dr. Heidary will study a new and safer way to monitor intra-
cranial pressure in children with Papilledema, a condition that can severely damage
the optic nerve and lead to permanent vision loss. This research has the potential to
lead to the development of a non-invasive tool that will allow for the early diagnosis
and treatment of Papilledema in young patients.

On behalf of Children’s Hospital Boston, | extend my deepest thanks to the Knights
Templar Eye Foundation whose generosity makes this important work possible.

Sincerely, James Mandell, M.D.
Children’s Hospital Boston, Massachusetts

Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc.
1033 Long Prairie Road
Suite 5
Flower Mound, TX 75022-4230
Phone (214) 888-0220
Fax (214) 888-0230

Note: For more Information on the Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc. Pediat-
ric Ophthalmology Grant programs go to our web site:
http://www.knightstemplar.org/ktef/grantinfo.html
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Thank you to the Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc.

I was very happy and appreciative to learn that | was selected as one of the $60,000
2012 — 2013 Starter Grant recipients from the Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc.

| am a protein biochemist with an emphasis in the deep molecular biology of retinal
degeneration diseases, mainly Leber Congenital Amaurosis type 1 (LCA1). My plan is to
pursue my career as a tenure track faculty member of the cell biology department of
Oklahoma University Health Science Center, so | can have a broader opportunity to make
a difference in society by doing good and honest science. You have no idea how much
this grant means to me. Thanks to you, | am one step closer to my dream, which is finding
a solution for this debilitating disease which affects many children all around the world.

By awarding me the Knights Templar Eye Foundation Grant, you have lightened my
research financial burden which allows me to expand more on the most important as-
pect of this disease. | promise you that you will be proud of the decision you made and
proud of me as well and that | will do all my best to use this money to make a difference.

Thank you so much again and God bless everyone at the Knights Templar Eye
Foundation, Inc.

Sincerely,
Seifollah Azadi, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Research
Cell Biology Department, Oklahoma University Health Science Center

To the Sir Knights who support the Knights Templar Eye Foundation;

Thank you so much for your support of Dr. Brinda Muthusamy’s research at the Wilm-
er Eye Institute. Your grant of $60,000 will help to serve our primary mission of contribut-
ing to ophthalmic knowledge and reducing suffering from blindness and vision loss.

Every day our faculty is diligently working on better ways to treat and hopefully
cure the many eye diseases that affect our patients. This takes great effort, not only
because of the scientific complexity of eye diseases, but also the lack of secure finan-
cial resources to complete this work. With the stressed economy and dwindling NIH
grant funding, our researchers struggle to find funding to pursue their theories that
could one day cure eye diseases that affect millions all over the world.

With your support, the Wilmer Eye Institute has an advantage; your willingness
to contribute to their efforts makes it easier for our researchers to make important
discoveries. Without generous donors like you, we would be standing still in the
face of blindness in premature infants or of vision loss in patients with age-related
macular degeneration. Fortunately millions have benefited from the great strides
Wilmer has taken, and we hope to continue to help patients who are fighting to keep
their sight.

We are grateful for your generosity and hope that you will take great pride in the
important difference that your gift makes.

Sincerely,
Peter J. McDonnell, M.D.
Director and William Holland Wilmer Professor of Ophthalmology
Wilmer Ophthalmological Institute, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine
knight templar Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore Maryland 27
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THE APARTMENTS OF THE GRAND PRELATE
and
THE RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

Year of our Lord 2012

To all Valiant and Magnanimous Knights of the Temple, wheresoever dispersed throughout Christendom ~
Salutations and Knightly Greetings:

ATOAST TO THE GRAND MASTER
CHRISTMAS 2012

There is a well-known story about President and Past Grand Master of Masons in Missouri, Harry S. Tru-
man. When he was president, he had a desk sign stating “The Buck Stops Here,” as he considered his lead-
ership position in our country and the free world. He put great stock in the importance of both his decisions
(pro-active) and his responses (re-active) to issues and problems brought to him.

Within our order, the decisions and reactions that come to the Grand Master, although on an (obviously)
smaller scale, in many respects function in a similar manner. Your leadership “sets the tone” for how we
function, not only at the national level, but how we work together at all levels of Templary. We talk about
being “at war” against dishonesty, hypocrisy, and alienation among Christians or among Christians and
people of other religions. All of this is to be considered as we carry the banner for the Prince of Peace. Our,
and your, primary obligations are to Him. How you lead is critical.

Grand Master, we affirm you as a man of FAITH who lives that faith rather than simply declaring it. That
gives us HOPE as we follow your example, being encouraged by it to live and work to serve for Christ’s
victory and reconciliation among peoples. We have been often misled by the King James Version of the
Bible that makes CHARITY simply good works. Properly translated, the Greek word “agape” means the
love of God which includes good works but is much more encompassing. It means living in all aspects of
our lives the “agape” as shown in the life of our Savior.

As you lead us in this Christmas season, let us remember how important it was THAT Jesus came to us,
rather than losing perspective as we retell the stories of HOW he came.

A toast to you, Most Eminent Grand Master David Dixon Goodwin, as you lead us into these coming
Christian Years.

In His name,
Sir Knight and Reverend William D. Hartman, Grand Prelate

The Committee on Religious Activities

Sir Knight and Reverend James R. Herrington, P.G.C., Chairman
Sir Knight and Reverend Timothy M. Taylor, Sr., P.G.C.

Sir Knight and Reverend Bruce Bellmore, P.G.C.
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GRAND MASTER’S RESPONSE

To the Right Eminent Grand Prelate, the Committee on Religious Activities, and to all
Sir Knights wheresoever dispersed!

Knightly Greetings!

I extend my sincere thanks to the Committee on Religious Activities and the Right
Eminent Grand Prelate for their thoughtful and inspiring toast this year.

Their lesson regarding leadership will inspire me to lead this fine Christian Masonic
order with renewed passion and vigor. I promise to lead our Fraternity to new and
greater heights keeping our values close to my heart.

Their thread of Faith, Hope, and Charity throughout the message reminds each of us
of those cardinal virtues that we have sworn to protect and by which we should live
our lives.

Their admonition to us to remember how important it is THAT Jesus came to us rather
than HOW He came to us holds the key to our faith. We must remember that Jesus
came to save mankind from sin, to reveal God’s character to us, and to show us the
way to God and to everlasting life. If we live our lives with this in mind, each of us,
the Masonic order of Knights Templar, and our Christian faith shall be successful.

The officers of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar and their ladies join with
my lady, Marci, and me in wishing each of you and your families a most Blessed and
Merry Christmas!

Courteously,

¥ K&

David Dixon Goodwin, GCT
Grand Master

The foregoing toast to the Most Eminent Grand Master and his response thereto are transmitted to you
with the request that you extend an invitation through the proper offices to all Sir Knights within your
Jurisdiction to join in the sentiments thus conveyed at some convenient hour, on or near the birthday of
Christ, commonly called Christmas Day, December twenty-fifth, in the Year of Grace 2012.
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Social

Media:

A Commendery Dilemnmna

Sir Knight Michael Blair

e live in some truly amazing

times. Social media is transform-

ing communications in ways
that were unimaginable just a couple of
decades ago. We often read about the
accelerating pace of innovation, but no-
where is this more pronounced than in
the world of communications.

With the onset of the Internet and
the birth of social media sites, we in
Masonry have a number of challenges
before us. How can we engage these
new media types? Should we love or
hate them? Can they play a role in our
organization? How can we use the so-
cial platform to improve our fraternity,
membership, and communication? All
these are great questions and should
be openly discussed.

Canyouimage backin the early 1900s,
how would you have communicated
with your members, perhaps by a letter
or even a telegram? The telephone was
introduced, and it changed the way peo-
ple communicated. Can you imagine the
discussions that must have taken place
in thousands of lodges around the world
when someone suggested that we call
and tell people that we were having a
meeting? Let us not forget email; do you
remember the concerns about email-
ing? We have seen amazing times in Ma-
sonry and in the Commandery. Change is
not only a concern, itis an inevitable fact
of the times we live in. | propose that we
embrace the change and never be afraid

30

of the light. The average United States
internet user spends thirty-two hours
online every month. The average Face-
book user spends an average of seven
and three quarters hours per month on
Facebook; scary or exciting potential?
Yes, it is easier to turn a blind eye to the
reality that younger Masons and Knights
use these daily, but we are not a frater-
nity for the weak of heart or spirit; we
are the shapers and molders of the clay
of man, so pick up this new working tool
and engage yourself with it.

The average Facebook user has one
hundred thirty friends. Just think about
this. Have you shown the light of Ma-
sonry to all your friends? Seventy-seven
percent of Facebook users interact with
brands and groups using the site. As we
move forward, we will be able to commu-
nicate more easily with the larger audi-
ence of our craft. Twitter has more than
one hundred million users and Facebook
has over nine hundred one million.

First, let us take a second and define
what social media is and is not. Social
media is communication between like-
minded people in an online space. This
is a good generalization of what social
media is and how it allows people to
communicate, discuss, and learn about
a specific topic. Social media is not a
sales platform as it applies to Command-
ery and Masonry. It is not a network-
ing tool to cheapen the fraternity or
diminish us in any way. With sixty-two
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percent of adults worldwide now using
social media, it really is a way to com-
municate more, quicker, and easier with
everyone. Yes, someone could join your
group that is not a Mason or Sir Knight,
but is that really a bad thing? If we of-
fer something they want to know more
about, is that not what brought us to the
altar of Freemasonry? Yes, it does make
us more public and available to anyone,
but again, so what! Our ideals, history,
teaching, and fellowship are what we of-
fer, and it is good and true.

Social media and your Commandery is
not only the main idea of this article, it is
the future of how we will communicate
with our members. The fact that most of
us are carrying a smartphone with access
to a number of social media platforms is
a great opportunity to improve our com-
munication not only with our Sir Knights
but with any Sir Knight that might want to
know about your asylum’s activities.

The lesson we can learn from social
media is that people want to share, col-
laborate, and engage with other Sir
Knights using this new media. Social me-
dia is where many younger Sir Knights

Thomas Brandt Anderson
Utah

Grand Commander 1976

Born: November 23, 1940

Died: September 27, 2012
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are turning to get the latest informa-
tion, so | implore you all to be open to
the possibility that if membership is our
problem, maybe we should look at how
we communicate and engage our mem-
bers. Social media is not just for Farm-
Ville anymore.

Editor’s Note
For you vintage Sir Knights like me,
FarmVille is a farming simulation social
network game invented in 2009 and
was once the most popular game on
Facebook. | had to look it up. Where?
- on the internet of course.  The Ed.

End Notes

1. Source: Adage.com

2. Source: http://thesocialskinny.
com/99-new-social-media-stats-
for-2012/

Sir Knight Michael Blair, KCT is Com-
mander of Fort Bend Commandery
No. 74 in Texas and can be reached at
mblairl@gmail.com.

A. Lynn Sanburg
Colorado
Grand Commander 1986
Born: April 3, 1928
Died: September 16, 2012

Stephen Lutz
New Jersey
Grand Commander 2002
Born: January 27, 1939
Died: October 9, 2012
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GRAND ENCAMPMENT
EASTER OBSERVANCES
MARCH 31, 2013

The officers of the Grand Encampment
are proud to announce
three Easter observances for 2013

83" Annual East Coast Observance
George Washington Masonic Memorial
Alexandria, Virginia

3" Annual West Coast Observance
Shrine Auditorium
Los Angeles, California

1% Annual Mid-America Observance
World War I Memorial
Kansas City, Missouri

Full details of all observances will be published in the
January 2013 Knight Templar Magazine
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(Mrs. Joe) LeiLani Cortez was installed as the 93 Supreme Worthy President of
the Supreme Assembly, Social Order of the Beauceant in the ballroom of the Radis-
son Hotel — Fossil Creek, Ft. Worth, Texas on September 28, 2012. Eighteen elected
and appointed Supreme Officers were installed with her. (Mrs. W. Joe) Katie Ryland,
PSWHP, served as installing officer.

Pictured front row from left to right are : Mrs. Joseph Bongiovi, Fredericksburg No. 266, Virginia/King-
sport No. 244, Tennessee, Supreme Marshal; Mrs. Richard D. Brown, Wichita No. 8, Kansas/Stillwater
No. 124 Oklahoma, Supreme Recorder; Mrs. Leslie Loomis, Elizabethtown No. 265, Pennsylvania, Su-
preme Second Vice President; Mrs. John A. Brogan, San Antonio No. 159, Texas, Supreme Most Worthy
Oracle; Mrs. Joe Cortez, Phoenix No. 213, Arizona, Supreme Worthy President; Mrs. T. Michael Fegan,
Salina No. 229/Wichita No. 8, Kansas, Supreme First Vice President; Mrs. Thomas R. Derby, Santa Ana
No. 61/San Bernardino No. 200, California, Supreme Preceptress; Mrs. Darryl R. Burt, Melrose No. 204,
Texas, Supreme Treasurer; and Mrs. Joe Blair, Dallas No. 63, Texas, Supreme Assistant Marshal.

Pictured back row from left to right are: Mrs. Robert Gannaway, Santa Ana No. 61/San Bernardino No. 200,
California, Supreme Chaplain; Mrs. Michael Sutton, Pocatello No. 120, Idaho, Supreme Director of Music;
Mrs. John S. Smedile, Tampa No. 208, Florida, Supreme Historian; Mrs. Lawrence Smith, Fredericksburg
No. 266, Virginia, Supreme Courier; Mrs. James Hoover, Phoenix No. 213, Arizona, Supreme Standard
Bearer; Mrs. Jerry Evans, Las Vegas No. 207, Nevada, Supreme Color Bearer; Mrs. F. Wayne Bowman, Phoe-
nix No. 213, Arizona, Supreme Mistress of the Wardrobe; Mrs. Bruce Ewald, Los Angeles No. 42, California,
Supreme Daughter of the Household; Mrs. Robert C. Coe, Santa Ana No. 61/Los Angeles No. 42, California,
Supreme Inner Guard; and Mrs. J. Barney Lusk, Mobile No. 231, Alabama, Supreme Outer Guard.

Eight Sir Knights representing Arizona, California, and Texas served as honor
guard for the retiring march.

Pictured from left to right flanking Mrs. Cortez are: Sir Knight Larry Whitfield, Texas; Sir Knight Hobie Henderson,
Texas; Sir Knight W. Joe Ryland, California; Sir Knight Robert Richards, REGC, Arizona; Sir Knight Joe Cortez, REPGC,
Arizona; Sir Knight James Robinson, Arizona; Sir Knight Bruce Ewald, California; and Sir Knight Mike Lewis, Arizona.
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3 Boigits &
at tl;e Bookshelf

Sir Knight
George L. Marshall, Jr., PGC, KCT

Sworn in Secret: Freemasonry and the Knights Templar by Sanford Holst, April 2012,
Santorini Books, Los Angeles, CA, ISBN: 978-0-9833279-3-6.

aving previously read and enjoyed Sir Knight Holst’s Phoenician Secrets:

Exploring the Ancient Mediterranean, | was quite happy to be able to re-

view this book. Sir Knight Holst is a noted historian and scholar as well
as being a Freemason. He has a style of writing that, unlike most history book au-
thors, is vivid and keeps your attention without being in the least encumbered with
dry pedantry. He answers the question: What were Masons doing in the formative
early years of the Craft and why were they doing it?

He takes us from the construction of the pyramids to the role of the Phoenicians
in trade and shipping throughout the Mediterranean area and the interaction of
this seafaring people with the societies (Egyptian, Minoan, and Greek) then exist-
ing in the Levant. He next explores the role of Hiram of Tyre in assisting Solomon in
the construction of the first Temple and continues with a discussion of the Roman
Empire and its occupation of Judea. He presents the evidence for a series of secret
passageways or chambers under the Temple Mount.

After briefly reviewing the spread of Islam throughout the Mediterranean area,
he arrives at a discussion of the Templars and the Crusades and how they may
have been aided by Lebanese Christians. These latter, being the descendants of the
ancient Phoenicians, may also have been used by the Tem-
plars and Crusaders to build the walls and defenses needed
by the western Christians in Outremer to withstand the at-
tacks and sieges of the Islamic forces. He is careful to point
out the three distinct groups of Templars and their duties.

He also goes on to describe in detail the persecution of the A
Templars in 14" Century Europe and how many of them : ot
may have found safe havens or places of refuge to escape S

the oppression of the order.

A nice discussion of Masonry, both operative and specu-
lative, in Scotland and England during the 14t through the
17t centuries then follows as the author offers existing the-
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